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Forthcoming events 
 

BOA ANNUAL SERVICE 
MONDAY 21ST NOVEMBER, 7.30PM 
St Thomas’ Church, Stourbridge,  
DY8 1AQ  Click here for details. 
Choral Eucharist for the 
Presentation of Mary 
Refreshments served after the service  
Collection for IAO Benevolent Fund 
  
 

ORGAN CD/DVD EVENING 
MONDAY 30TH JANUARY, 7.30PM 
The Old Swan Inn, Netherton, 
DY2 9PY  Click here for details. 
Share your favourite organ CDs 
and DVDs and enjoy refreshment 
at this famous pub and micro-
brewery run by organ enthusiast 
Tim Newey.   Admission FREE 

Concert Guide 
 
St Philip’s Cathedral: 
Friday 18th November at 1.10pm: 
Students from B’ham Conservatoire organ dept 
Thursday 24th November at 7.30pm: 
Choral, orchestral & organ concert – True Light 
Friday 25th November at 1.10pm: 
Soprano & piano recital 
Friday 2nd December at 1.10pm: 
Christmas Choral Classics 
www.birminghamcathedral.com 
  

THSH Town Hall/Symphony Hall:  
Mondays at 1.00pm 
14 Nov Animal Magic (TH) 
28 Nov Advent Sounds (TH) 
12 Dec Carols with the City Organist (TH) 
Tues 20 Dec Christmas Music with the Choir of 
St John’s College, Cambridge (SH) 
www.thsh.co.uk 
 
Holy Trinity, Wordsley: 3.00pm 
Sunday Afternoon Organ Music - Paul Carr  
4th Dec - ‘Advent & Christmas’; 
8th Jan - 100th concert 
www.paulcarr.co.uk 
 
St Paul, Birmingham: Thursday Live 
First Thursday of the month at 1.15pm:  
1st  Dec and 5th Jan - Paul Carr 
 www.saintpaulbrum.org 
 
Emmanuel, Wylde Green:  
“Olympic” - music from around the world 
Andrew Fletcher: 1st Friday of month, 1.00pm 
www.andrewfletcher.org.uk 
 
Metropolitan Cathedral & Basilica of St Chad 
Sun 11th Dec 3pm – Henry Fairs, music by Alain 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
Car-park via Shadwell Street behind the cathedral 
 
St Mary, Selly Oak, B29 6ND (150th anniversary) 
Sat 19th Nov 1.00pm - Christopher Stormont 
 
Broadway United Reformed Church, Gillity 
Avenue, Walsall, WS5 3PH 
Sat 19th  November 7.30pm – Thomas Keogh 
www.BURCmusic.org.uk  

Welcome to the electronic version of our newsletter. 
We hope you like it: please let us know! 
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Annual Service: St Thomas, Stourbridge 
Jon Payne 
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Monday 21 November, 7.30pm 

Choral Eucharist for the 
Presentation of Mary 
  

Music: 
•  Missa Brevis (Jonathan Dove) 
•  Hymn to the Virgin 
   (Benjamin  Britten) 
•  Hymn for St Cecilia 
   (Herbert Howells) 
•  Prelude, Fugue and Hymn: 
    Ave Maris Stella (Flor Peeters) 
 

Director of Music: Jon Payne 
Organists: Paul Carr, Matt Rose, Oliver Parry 

  
Refreshments served after the service 
Collection for IAO Benevolent Fund 
  
Getting there: 
Car parking is available at the church: entrance opposite 
Waitrose on Market Street (DY8 1AQ). 
No 9 bus service runs between Birmingham and Stourbridge 
via Halesowen.  Stourbridge bus station is approx 5 mins walk 
from St Thomas. 
Train services - change at Stourbridge Junction for Stourbridge 
Town.  The town station is also approx 5 mins walk from the 
church.  
  
  

 
  

CD/DVD evening: The Old Swan Inn, Netherton 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

    The Old Swan is a Grade II listed building 

Monday 30 January, 7.30pm 

Organ CD/DVD evening 
 
Bring and share your favourite 
organ CDs and DVDs, and enjoy 
refreshment at this famous pub 
and micro-brewery where organ 
enthusiast Tim Newey is “Gaffa”.  
 
Admission FREE to BOA members 
 

89 Halesowen Road, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9PY 
(car park at rear) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
  
  

 
  

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=390063&y=284137&z=0&sv=DY8+1AQ&st=2&pc=DY8+1AQ&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=394489&y=288025&z=0&sv=DY2+9PY&st=2&pc=DY2+9PY&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf


Shrewsbury organ crawl 
Alan Taylor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We returned to St Mary’s just in time to avoid a 
wedding that was about to take place at St 
Alkmund’s, and there encountered a large four-
manual Binns dating from 1912.  The biblical 
phrase “high and lifted up” came to mind, as the 
organ (and its console) is tucked away in a north 
transept loft accessed via an open (and very 
narrow) metal spiral staircase that was enough to 
discourage the ascension of some members!  From 
its elevated position, the sound struggles to make 
an impact down in the nave, which is a shame 
because this is clearly a fine, unmolested example 
of the work of the famous Leeds organ-builder, 
awarded a Historic Organ Certificate in 1999. 

 
Following a visit to an adjacent hostelry for lunch, a very well-
refreshed group of us nevertheless managed a slightly longer 
walk to Abbey Foregate United Reformed Church.  There we 
were greeted by Geoff Jones and Jonathan Thorne of 
Longstaff & Jones, who currently maintain this 1910 three-
manual Norman & Beard.  With the console being much more 
easily accessible than that of St Mary’s, almost everyone 
present was able to enjoy putting this 
instrument through its paces during a 
session that extended well over the 
designated hour. All three instruments 
are being featured as Organs of the 
Month from October to December on 
the Association’s website. Try this link, 
where you will find full specifications and more photographs.  
 
Particular thanks are due to Bill Smallman for ensuring that 
the arrangements went smoothly on the day, and to the 
churches for their welcome. 
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Thanks to the excellent information & map 
provided by Council Member James Luxton 
(who also organised the event with Shrews- 
bury OA’s Bill Smallman), a group of BOA 
members arrived at the right place and 
(almost) the right time on September 17th 
for coffee at St Mary the Virgin in the centre 
of this medieval county town. 
  
It was then only a short walk to St Alkmund’s, where we were 
joined by several members of the Shrewsbury Association for 
a short talk about the instrument there: a two-manual 1931 
Harrison of special interest since it is on long-term loan from 
the Royal School of Church Music.  The ancient church of St 
Alkmund’s, reputedly founded in circa 912, is the head-
quarters of the Sam Baker School of Church Music, named 
after the former distinguished teacher of its present Director, 
David Leeke.  It is a regional educational initiative that gives 
tuition to those wanting to lead worship in local churches.   
 

The organ was originally built for Dr Sydney 
Nicholson, founder of the RSCM, and has 
recently been restored by Trevor Tipple.  In 
the generous acoustic of St Alkmund’s, it 
sounds very well in spite of its modest 
proportions.  Notable “performances” 
during the morning session included some 
Bach played by a visually-impaired member 
of the Shrewsbury Association. 

 
 

St Mary’s, Shrewsbury 

Bill Smallman at the 

console of St Alkmund’s 

Abbey Foregate URC 

http://www.bhamorgan.org.uk/archive.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Try the same tune in the minor (or major): it can make a surprising 
difference. 

• Take the existing harmony and try adding more movement in the 
lower parts (fill in the gaps) as you become fluent with the tune. 

• Look at the Associated Board jazz piano syllabus: improvisation is a 
key constituent of jazz.  Learn basic building blocks to use. 

• Try changing the time signature of a piece, don’t forget rhythmic 
variation can transform a simple theme. 

• Any melody note has at least six chords – try playing about with 
them to the melody of a chosen hymn tune. 

• Avoid being stuck in the middle of the keyboard, try using the 
extremes. 

During the evening we had some practical demonstrations of 
what can be done with simple hymn tunes.  Here are some ideas:  
• Alter ingredients one a time (melody, harmony rhythm). 
• Add passing notes to the melody, so crotchets become quavers, 

then try triplets and semi quavers. 
• Try playing the melody on the pedals. 
• Try playing it backwards. 
• Think about what other composers have done: can you adapt their 

style? 

And so to some final thoughts from the contributors: 
1. Don’t divorce improvisation from 

everything else you have to do in a 
service, it grows out of the music 
you are playing. 

2. Let the music tell you what it 
wants to do. 

3. Simple can sound very effective - 
and don’t be afraid of a good tune, 
that’s what people remember. 

4. Why improvise?  It frees you of 
constraints so you can explore the 
instrument.   
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Improvisation workshop 
 Paul Evans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Monday 10th October 18 members 
gathered at St Paul’s, where our President 
Paul Carr is organist, for a workshop on 
improvisation.  The  workshop was led by 
Paul Carr with contributions from Council 
members Michael Jones, Jon Payne, and 
John Stormont.  The theme of the evening 
can be summarised as “How do you apply 
ideas about improvisation to a liturgical 
situation?”.  For example what do you do 
when you run out of verses before they have finished the 
collection?  Or a procession takes longer than expected? 
  
An important point made by several contributors is that you 
must practise improvisation like anything else you do.  Plan 
for it in advance: you can anticipate where there might be a 
gap that needs filling, so prepare for it.  Having the 
confidence to improvise in a service is something that comes 
at a late stage in the process, so don’t give up because you 
can’t do it straight away.  Along with practice and 
preparation think about your improvisation afterwards: what 
worked and what didn’t?  What can you use again? 
  
Here are some of the suggestions about how to get started. 
• Take a favourite tune and play it in different keys.  Now try 

playing it without the music.  Note sequences that can be used 
and get used to what harmonies go with them.  This is about 
getting used to how the music feels to play, build up “muscle 
memory” in your fingers.  

• Take a sequence and extend and develop it to modulate. 

 
 
   
  

St Paul’s in the 

Jewellery Quarter 


