
Recital Guide 
 

THSH Town Hall/Symphony Hall:  
1.00pm 
Thomas Trotter  
Mon 30 Jun,  Sat 27 Sep (TH) 
www.thsh.co.uk 
  
Holy Trinity, Wordsley: 3.00pm 
Sunday Afternoon Organ Music  
Paul Carr 06 Jul, 03 Aug, 07 Sep 
www.paulcarr.co.uk 
   
St Paul, Birmingham: Thursday Live 
1st Thursday of the month at 1.15pm 
Paul Carr 03 Jul, 07 Aug 
Anthony Hammond 04 Sep 
www.saintpaulbrum.org 
   
Coventry Cathedral 
Mondays, 1.00pm 
23 Jun: Martyn Rawles 
30 Jun: Kerry Beaumont 
07 Jul: Alexander Binns 
14 Jul: Mark Swinton 
21 Jul: Stephen Hargreaves 
28 Jul: Alex Norman 
04 Aug: Laurence Lyndon-Jones 
11 Aug: Tim Hone 
18 Aug: Paul Leddington-Wright 
25 Aug: Tim Campain 
01 Sep: Peter Dyke 
08 Sep: Timothy Byram-Wigfield 
www.coventrycathedral.org.uk 
 
Walsall Town Hall 
Leicester Street, WS1 1PT 
Thursdays 1.00pm 
18 Sep:  Peter Morris 
www.whatsonwalsall.co.uk 
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Forthcoming events 
 

WORCESTER EVENSONG 
TUESDAY 1ST JULY, 5.30PM 
Worcester Cathedral, WR1 2LA,  
click here for details. 
An opportunity to hear the new 
organ by Kenneth Tickell and, later, 
to play it. 

 
OXFORD TRIP 
SATURDAY 26TH JULY, 10.30AM 
Merton College, Oxford, OX1 4JD, 
click here for details.  
A rare opportunity to hear & play 
the new (2013) Dobson organ in 
the college chapel and (to be 
confirmed) a second venue after 
lunch. 
 

BOA 90TH ANNIVERSARY 
MONDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER, 7.30PM 
St Mary’s, Selly Oak, B29 6ND, 
click here for details.  
Join us and guests (including 
several Past Presidents) to 
celebrate 90 years of the BOA. 
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Saturday 
26 July 

10.30am 
Merton College 

Merton Street 
Oxford 

OX1 4JD 

 

A not-to-be-missed opportunity to spend up to two 
hours in the chapel of Merton College to hear and 
play the new (2013) Dobson organ that is currently 
one of the hot topics of conversation in the organ 
world.  Stunning both visually and aurally,  it has 
recently been the subject of two major articles in 
Organists’ Review by Paul Hale (consultant for the 
project) and Stephen Smith.  In the afternoon, we 
hope to visit a second venue, still to be confirmed. 
 
As parking is both difficult and expensive in the city 
centre, members are advised to use the Park-and-
Ride at Peartree or travel by rail.  More detailed 
instructions may be downloaded by clicking here. 
 

Tuesday 
01 July 

5.30pm 
Worcester 
Cathedral 
WR1 2LA 

 

The event begins with Choral Evensong in the 
cathedral (Howells in G, Blessed are the men that 
fear Him – Mendelssohn), after which members will 
be invited to stay after the cathedral closes to the 
public to hear and play the 2008 Quire Organ by 
Kenneth Tickell.  BOA member James Luxton is 
currently Sub-Assistant Organist here, although he 
moves to Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral as 
Assistant Director of Music in the autumn. 
 
Members are invited to make their own way to the 
cathedral, but may like to note that rail journey times 
are approx 45min from New St at a cost (off-peak day 
return) of £8.40.  Worcester Foregate Street station is 
a 10-min walk from the cathedral. 

Worcester trip 
Worcester Cathedral 
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Oxford trip 
Merton College 

 

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=451755&y=206115&z=0&sv=ox1+4jd&st=2&pc=ox1+4jd&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf
http://www.bhamorgan.org.uk/files/Oxford14.pdf
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=384971&y=254583&z=0&sv=wr1+2la&st=2&pc=wr1+2la&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf
http://www.tickell-organs.co.uk/specinfo/opus65.htm
http://www.tickell-organs.co.uk/specinfo/opus65.htm


IAO news 
 
 
 

Joint event in Birmingham, Saturday 27th September 2014 
http://www.OrganFest.net 

 

2014 brings in a year of anniversary celebrations of the 
Organ World in Birmingham.  The British Institute of 
Organ Studies, BIOS, celebrates 40 years since the 
formation of its Archive, now housed in Birmingham.  
The Incorporated Association of Organists, IAO, will 
continue to celebrate, having completed its Centenary 
in 2013, and BOA is 90.  The Royal College of Organists, 
RCO, celebrates its 150th anniversary with a series of 
events throughout the country.   BOA is hosting this 
event and volunteers for stewarding duties, etc, on the 
day are needed. 

Full details are available via the event’s website (see 
above for hyperlink) and booking (including on-line 
booking by credit card via the website) is now open.  
Places are limited, and bookings are coming in from 
across the country, so you should book without delay! 
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90th anniversary event 
St Mary’s, Selly Oak 

 
Monday 

08 September 
7.30pm 

St Mary’s 
Bristol Road 

Selly Oak 
B29 6ND 

 

A 90th anniversary celebration event, with a special 

birthday cake & champagne, to which all current 

members of the association are invited.  Our host will 

be long-standing BOA member and IAO Vice-

President John Stormont. 

 

This will be an opportunity to meet several Past 

Presidents of the association, and hear them putting 

the St Mary’s organ to good use! 

 

Book this event in your diaries now! 
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This year’s AGM was rather more 
significant than usual, as it 
marked the end of Paul Carr’s 
tenure as BOA President.  
Tributes were paid by Secretary 
Paul Evans and incoming 
President Mick Perrier as we 
thanked Paul for his exceptional 
work on behalf of the association 
during the last six years. 

Following the election of Mick Perrier, we were also 
pleased to welcome Norman Ashfield, Christopher 
Cipkin and Nick Fanthom who were elected to serve on 
Council for three years. 

Once the business was completed, 
members were able to enjoy the 
ample buffet provided, as usual, 
by Jenny’s Kitchen.  We then made 
our way upstairs from the 
Grimshaw Room to the cathedral 
to hear the annual recital given 
by Carelton Etherington of 
Tewkesbury Abbey. 

 

  

AGM & annual recital at St Chad’s Cathedral 
Alan Taylor 

 

 

 
 

 

During our welcome for Carleton, BOA Council Member 
Michael Jones presented him with an original 
manuscript of a harvest anthem by Huskisson 
Stubington, organist of Tewkesbury Abbey from 1944 to 
1966, which Michael had acquired many years ago. 

The recital began with a modern (1991) three-
movement Suite by Canadian composer Denis Bédard.  
This was followed by the C major (BWV 547) Prelude & 
Fugue of Bach.  The centrepiece of the recital was César 
Franck’s Choral no.1 in E major.  All three pieces served 
to illustrate just how effective the cathedral's Walker 
organ can be in music of such different periods and 
styles.  Next came Theme et Variations, a movement 
from Hommage à Frescobaldi by Jean Langlais, a 
relatively early work written in 1951. 

The recital concluded with Belgian composer Guy 
Weitz’s virtuosic Symphonie 1 from 1932.  A substantial 
(18-minute) piece with each of its three movements 
drawing on plainchant and depicting a different 
characterization of the Virgin Mary (Regina Pacis, Mater 
Dolorosa, Stella Maris).  Paul Derrett has described the 
style of Weitz’s organ music as “somewhere between 
high-voltage Vierne and Whitlock”, and this certainly 
applies to the final movement Toccata, ending with Ave 
Maria heard on full pedal organ beneath brilliant 
manual figurations: the cathedral was filled with 
sonorous sound. 

Paul Carr 

Carleton Etherington 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Barry Williams high- 
lighted (perhaps 
particularly for the 
benefit of clergy  who 
were present) that while 
organists have vastly 
differing attitudes 
to spirituality, organists 
can and do have a 
spiritual life that ought 
to be respected.  

Autographed copies of 
the book were on sale at 
the bargain price of £7 (currently over £14 from 
Amazon).  Having now read it, I find everything very 
detailed and concisely printed in well-spaced 
paragraphs, making much legal material so much 
more bearable.  Altogether this is a highly 
recommended book, but one should note that it 
originally appeared in 2005 and some aspects of the 
law have moved on – Robert and Barry did mention 
this.  Perhaps they might consider an updated 
edition sometime in the future?  
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About 20 members, together with a smattering of 
clergy, gathered in the Handsworth Room at Queens 
College (after tea and cake in Reception) for a 
presentation by Robert Leach and Barry Williams 
on their co-written 'authoritative guide' to so many 
aspects of the organist's work. 

They gave a laid-back, occasionally humorous, but 
concise presentation of so many of the legal and 
practical issues that could arise between the 
organist and various authorities – from employment 
law, running a choir, working with clergy, child 
protection, health & safety, copyright, tax, etc.  
Canon B20 on organist's employment was made 
clear and discussion of matters surrounding 
wedding videos was also helpful.  “When things go 
wrong” was particularly fascinating – Robert Leach 
had some unique insights here, having been in the 
position of interviewing separately both Martin 
Neary and Dean Wesley Carr to establish clarity 
over the Westminster Abbey affair, a case described 
in pages 110-111, along with other juicy cases I did 
not know about.  Clearly, nobody is above the law! 

“Everything Else an Organist Should Know” 
Michael Jones 


