
Recital Guide 
 

THSH Town Hall  
Mondays 1pm  Thomas Trotter  
13 Apr, 11 May, 1 Jun, 29 Jun 
27 Apr Tom Winpenny 
15 June Paul Jacobs 
www.thsh.co.uk 
  

Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Sunday Afternoon Organ Music 3pm 
Paul Carr  3 May, 7 Jun, 5 Jul 
www.paulcarr.co.uk 
 

St Paul, Birmingham: Thursday Live 
1st Thursday of the month at 1.15pm 
Paul Carr  7 May,  4 Jun 
www.saintpaulbrum.org 
 

Emmanuel, Wylde Green: 
Fridays at 1pm:  8 May,  5 & 19 Jun 
Andrew Fletcher 
www.andrewfletcher.org.uk 
 

Broadway URC, Walsall 
Gillity Avenue, WS5 3PH 
Sat 20 Jun 11.15am  Charlie Warren 
(Merton College, Oxford) 
 

Walsall Town Hall 
Leicester Street, WS1 1PT 
Thursdays 1pm 
Peter Morris  16 Apr, 21 May 
www.whatsonwalsall.co.uk 
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Forthcoming events 
 
TWO BLACK COUNTRY 
ORGANS 
SATURDAY 18TH APRIL, 11.00AM 
Starting at St Mary the Virgin, 
Hurst Hill,  WV14 9RH, and 
moving (after a pub lunch) to 
Christ Church, Coseley. 
Click for details.  
 

 
TRIBUTE TO DR JOHN BISHOP 
MONDAY 18TH MAY, 7.30PM 
St Chad’s Cathedral, B4 6EU. 
Organ music played by a former 
student and colleague of Dr 
Bishop.  Click for details. 
 

 
VISIT TO THE WORKSHOP OF 
PETER COLLINS LTD 
SATURDAY 27TH JUNE, 11.00AM 
Pate Road, Melton Mowbray, 
LE13 0DG  to see & hear about the 
work of this famous organ builder. 
Click for details.  
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Saturday 
18 April 

11.00am 
St Mary the Virgin 

Gorge Road 
Hurst Hill 

WV14  9RH 
 

BOA Assistant Secretary 
Nick Fanthom officiates 
at this 2-manual in St 
Mary the Virgin (click the 
postcode above for a 
location map) that 
contains Bishop pipe-
work.  He will describe 
plans for its restoration 
and expansion. 

After a break for lunch in a local hostelry, we shall move 
(at about 2pm) to Christ Church, Church Road, Coseley, 
WV14 8YB, where there is a well-regarded 3-manual 
instrument by Nicholson & Lord. 

As usual, there will be an opportunity for members to 
play both instruments. 

Monday 
18 May 
7.30pm 
St Chad’s Cathedral 
St Chad’s Queensway 
Birmingham 
B4 6EU 
 
BOA member Nigel Morris, 
Assistant Director of Music at 
the cathedral, invites us to 
share in this tribute to Dr John 
Bishop, a former BOA President 
(1976-9) & long-standing 
honorary member of the association, 
and a former Principal of Birmingham School of Music. 
 
Professor David Saint (a former colleague of John) and 
Nicholas Wearne (a former student, currently at St 
Martin-in-the-Fields, London) will play music by Bach, 
Liszt, Parry and Reger.   
 
The cathedral car park is accessed via Shadwell Street. 
Admission is £5.  Drinks will be available after the recital. 

Two Black Country organs 
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A tribute to Dr John Bishop 

St Mary the Virgin, Hurst Hill 

The Walker organ in St 

Chad’s cathedral 
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This has been a year of significant change for the IAO. 

At last year's Congress Dinner in Durham we marked the 
retirement of John Stormont, who had served as General 
Secretary and more recently as Executive Vice-President 
for a total of sixteen years.  On that occasion, one of the 
tributes paid to John was to describe him as the "public 
face of the IAO for as long as most of us can remember", 
and how true that has been.  It was a pleasure to 
welcome John back to the BOA Council at our recent 
AGM. 

Also retiring at the end of last year was another BOA 
honorary member, IAO Treasurer Barry Davis, who has 
served in that capacity for a similar period to John.  Both 
of them have made huge contributions to the IAO, for 
which all affiliated associations have cause to be grateful.  
Barry has been succeeded by Richard Allen of the 
Wiltshire & Bath Association.  At a recent meeting of IAO 

directors in London, Professor 
David Saint was appointed to  
the post of Vice-President. Dr 
James Lancelot will shortly 
come to the end of his two- 
year term as President, and 
he is to be succeeded by Dr 
Peter King of Bath Abbey. 

Saturday 

27 June 

11.00am 

Pate Road 

Melton Mowbray 

LE13 0DG 

www.petercollinsltd.com 

Peter Collins has been 
building new organs in 
this country and abroad 
for over 40 years, so this 
is an opportunity to see 
current work and hear 
about previous projects 
undertaken for a range of clients from a local public 
school (Oakham) to the Flosta Kirke in Norway. 
 

Transport  will be via private cars, so if any member 
needs a lift or is prepared to offer one, please 
contact Nick Fanthom (nick@nazard.com or 07917 
444077).  Journey time from central Birmingham (via 
M6, M69, M1, A46 & A607) is approx 1¼ hours. 

IAO matters 
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Visit to Peter Collins Ltd 

Peter King David Saint 

The Peter Collins organ in 

St Oswald’s Durham 
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that of Salisbury, simply by loading the appropriate data 
into his computer – taking no more than a couple of 
minutes at most.  

The computer necessary to drive all this is a desk-top 
model of a type not readily available prebuilt from 
computer stores on account of its exceptionally large 
memory requirement.  David’s model contains 24GB of 
RAM, but more recent computers used for Hauptwerk  
installations constructed by fellow enthusiasts have 32 or 
even 64GB of memory.  Such a large memory is necessary 
because all the organ’s notes have to be installed in the 
RAM to ensure they are instantly available at the player’s 
fingertips: loading from hard disk would be too slow.  

With the Hauptwerk system, each pipe in a (real) organ is 
recorded several times in the building which houses it. 
The notes are then combined and digitised.  When a 
Hauptwerk note is played from the keyboard, we hear the 
original sound, including both the “attack” and “decay”, 
with reproduction of the original acoustic.  The software 
extends the note for however long a key is depressed. 

During the evening we heard - and some played - the 
(virtual) organ of Salisbury Cathedral and  several other 
instruments in David’s Hauptwerk collection.  With his two 
young children in bed, and neighbours to contend with, 
sound levels were kept on the low side, but David has put 
recordings of his organ on YouTube, so you can play them 
back at whatever volume you think appropriate!  The link 
“organground” should get you to the correct place and 
provide a good selection of great organ music. 

A Hauptwerk house organ 
Professor Alan Dronsfield 
(reproduced with permission from an article written for Derby OA) 

I was the guest of the 
Birmingham Association 
one evening in late 
January to view and 
experience the self-built 
four manual Hauptwerk 
organ in the home of Dr 
David Pitches.  

Hauptwerk is a 
computer program 
marketed by Milan 
Digital Audio in the USA.  
The basic software costs 
£540.  For this you get 
the necessary software 
to run the system, 
together with 

one “free” digital organ sampled from St Anne’s, Moseley.  
However the joy of Hauptwerk is that you can install many 
organs, large and small, and play them on your own 
system.  A popular one is the “set” that reproduces the 
Father Willis organ in Salisbury Cathedral, which costs 
£1080.  More modest is the St Eucaire (Metz, France) 
Cavaille-Coll organ set at £180.  David can reconfigure his 
organ to play several Hauptwerk organ sets, including 

 

The remarkable Hauptwerk organ 

at the home of Dr David Pitches 

https://www.youtube.com/user/Organground
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On Wednesday 25th February a small 
number of BOA members gathered at 
Broadway URC, Walsall for a quiz and 
social evening organised and devised by 
Alan Taylor. 

An excellent array of cheese and wine awaited us together 
with various other ‘nibbles’ and this was much enjoyed by 
those present.  As our host had catered for rather more folk 
than actually attended, we were all decidedly replete by the 
end of the evening! 

The quiz was quite fascinating as members had to identify 
pieces of organ music and their composers from musical 
excerpts, but from endings rather than beginnings of pieces, 
so not quite as easy as you may think.  Bonus points were 
awarded for naming the organ used or other points of 
interest.  Michael Jones with his encyclopaedic knowledge of 
bijou matters-musical scored really well here, but the overall 
winner was (surprisingly) your reviewer. 

Our thanks are extended to Alan for providing us with a 
great evening’s organistic entertainment.  Considering this 
event was advertised well in advance, in a warm and 
comfortable location and FREE, it does raise a question 
about why it was not better supported.  Your council would 
like to hear from you if you have any comments about our 
programme of events, so do please let us know. 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 

 

Organ quiz + cheese & wine 
Nick Fanthom 

With the business 

part of the AGM 

speedily dispatched 

and the usual buffet 

lunch consumed, 

attention turned to 

our annual recital 

given this year by 

James Luxton, a BOA 

member, former 

Leonard Gibbons 

Award winner, and now Assistant Director of Music at 

Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral. 

The large Willis organ of Emmanuel Wylde Green was put 

through its paces in a programme ranging from Bach via 

Franck & Wesley to the contemporary sounds of Graham 

Fitkin & Fredrik Sixten, and ending on a light-hearted note 

with a Marche by Lefébure-Wély. 

It was a particular pleasure to  be able to welcome James 

back to Birmingham, where he had studied at the 

Conservatoire and held various appointments in local 

churches before his elevation to cathedral work, first at 

Worcester and now at Liverpool. 

AGM & annual recital 
Alan Taylor 

James Luxton at the console of 

Emmanuel’s Willis organ 


