
Concert Guide 
 

  
THSH Town Hall/Symphony Hall:  
Mondays at 1.00pm 
Thomas Trotter  
17 & 31 Mar, 14 Apr, 12 May (TH) 
02 Jun (SH) 
www.thsh.co.uk 
  
Holy Trinity, Wordsley: 3.00pm 
Sunday Afternoon Organ Music  
Paul Carr 06 Apr, 04 May, 01 Jun 
www.paulcarr.co.uk 
   
St Paul, Birmingham: Thursday Live 
1st Thursday of the month at 1.15pm 
Hannah Parry-Ridout 03 Apr 
Paul Carr 01 May, 05 Jun 
www.saintpaulbrum.org 
   
Emmanuel, Wylde Green:  
Fridays, 1.00pm – Fletcher’s Favourites 
04 Apr, 09 May, 06 Jun 
Andrew Fletcher 
www.andrewfletcher.org.uk 
  
Walsall Town Hall 
Leicester Street, WS1 1PT 
Thursdays 1.00pm, (big screen video) 
20 Mar: Peter Morris 
www.whatsonwalsall.co.uk 
  
Walsall Central Methodist Church 
Ablewell Street, WS1 2EQ 
Sat 29 Mar, 7.30pm: Cathy Lamb 
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Forthcoming events 
 

AGM & ANNUAL RECITAL 
SATURDAY 29TH MARCH, 11AM 
St Chad’s Cathedral, B4 6EU,  click 
here for details. 
An opportunity to hear the 
magnificent Walker organ played 
by CARLETON ETHERINGTON of 
Tewkesbury Abbey. 

 
“EVERYTHING ELSE AN 
ORGANIST SHOULD KNOW” 
SATURDAY 10TH MAY, 4.30PM 
Queen’s College, Edgbaston, 
B15 2QH, click here for details.  
Authors of this invaluable guide, 
Barry Williams & Robert Leach, 
share their wisdom with us. 
 
 

The programme of events for our 90th 

anniversary year is currently being 

finalised but will also include: 

•  A visit to Worcester Cathedral  

•  A celebration with special guests 

•  The BIOS/IAO/RCO OrganFest!  

•  An anniversary Christmas dinner 

In this issue 
  Future events:                           Past event reviews:     
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•  IAO news 
•  90th anniversary year 

 

•  Visit to Olton 
•  Meet the City Organist 
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Saturday 
10 May 
4.30pm 

Queen’s College 
Somerset Road 

Edgbaston 
B15 2QH 

 
 
A talk by Barry Williams 
& Robert Leach, authors 
of this invaluable guide 
for organists, which 

covers topics that include Good Relations, Running a 
Choir, Fees & Budgets and Health & Safety. 
 
There will be an opportunity to chat with the authors 
over tea & cakes after the presentation. 
 
Admission is FREE and includes refreshments.  
Queen’s College is an approx  15min walk from 
University railway station (cross-city line). 

Saturday 
29 March 

11 for 11.30am 
St Chad’s 

Queensway, 
B4 6EU 

 

 

 

The event starts in the ground- 
floor Grimshaw Room, easily 
accessible from the car-park 
(entrance via Shadwell Street). 
11.00am  Coffee 
11.30am  A G M 
12.30pm (approx)  Buffet Lunch 
   1.30pm Annual Recital by Carleton Etherington 
   (Tewkesbury Abbey) on the cathedral’s Walker organ 
 
Details about cost & ordering arrangements for the 
buffet lunch have been emailed to members but another 
copy is attached (or enclosed with the paper version), as 
is formal notification of the AGM.  Click the link to 
download a nomination form for elections to Council. 

AGM & annual recital 
St Chad’s Cathedral 
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“Everything Else an Organist 
Should Know” 

 

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=404787&y=284396&z=0&sv=b15+2qh&st=2&pc=b15+2qh&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf
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http://www.bhamorgan.org.uk/files/NominationForm14.pdf


IAO news 
 
 
 

Joint event in Birmingham, Saturday 27th September 2014 
 

2014 brings in a year of anniversary celebrations of the 
Organ World in Birmingham.  The British Institute of 
Organ Studies, BIOS, celebrates 40 years since the 
formation of its Archive, now housed in Birmingham.  
The Incorporated Association of Organists, IAO, will 
continue to celebrate, having completed its Centenary 
in 2013, with the locally affiliated Birmingham 
Organists’ Association celebrating its 90th Anniversary.  
The Royal College of Organists, RCO, celebrates its 150th 
anniversary with a series of events throughout the 
country.  

These organisations are joining together for a 
celebration in Birmingham on Saturday 27th September.  
The principal venues will be St Chad’s Cathedral with 
its stunning Walker organ, and the magnificent Town 
Hall with Birmingham City Organist, Thomas Trotter, 
playing the historic William Hill organ, which also 
celebrates 180 years since its installation in 1834. 
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Events for our 90th anniversary year 

 
Special events for our anniversary year have already 
started with “Meet the City Organist”, which attracted  
an audience of nearly 60.  Having the AGM recital at St 
Chad’s is also rather special, we hope you agree.  But 
there’s much more to come… 

In our May event we welcome authors Barry Williams 
& Robert Leach.  We shall have the opportunity to visit 
Worcester Cathedral to hear and play the new Tickell 
organ later in the year. 

In the Autumn, we can look forward to an Anniversary 
Celebration Evening with special guests.  To round off 
2014, there’s to be a pre-Christmas Anniversary Dinner 
with guest speaker Adrian Lucas, to which neigh-
bouring associations will be invited. 

Last, but definitely not least, we shall be playing host to 
BIOS, the RCO and other IAO-affiliated associations for 
the September OrganFest (see left). 

Dates & details for all these events will be available in 
the next edition of our newsletter but, before then, 
look out for announcements via email and our website: 
www.BhamOrgan.org.uk . 

 

 
 

BOA 
1924-2014 

http://www.bhamorgan.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
   
  

Previous page      Title page            Next page   

 

 
A dark 30th January night, the first (and, so far, only) 
flurries of snow, foretelling a poor attendance?  Not a 
bit of it!  Some 25 or so BOA members were warmly 
received into the church for another in the Association’s 
series of Come & Play events in support of the Leonard 
Gibbons Fund.  Tea, coffee and biscuits helped restore 
one’s cold fingers. 

Host organist Eddie Guard invited us to take our seats 
and distributed an information sheet on this Norman & 
Beard organ that featured as our Organ of the Month 
no.64.  Since its installation in 1898, it has been in the 
care of organ builders, professional and amateur, 
including Dunchurch Organs, Nicholson, Sheffield, 
Thompson and, currently, Trevor Tipple.  

Eddie told us about a comprehensive document 
prepared by a former chorister recording details of all 
the organs, organists, and even the music at services 
dating back to the 19th century.  In quoting extracts 
from this he made us aware that the difficulties 
organists can sometimes experience are nothing new!  
Then it was on to the music, as this document was 
handed round for us all to examine. 

  

“Come & Play” at St Margaret’s, Olton 
John Stormont 

 

 

 
 

 

To demonstrate the organ, 
Eddie played a selection of 
appropriate Chorale 
Preludes for Christmas, New 
Year & Epiphany, plus a 
closing Ostinato, Elegy and 
Paean by Charles Hutchings 
(1910-64), sometime organist 

at St Peter’s Collegiate Church, Wolverhampton.  The 
pieces demonstrated the variety of choruses and 
interesting solo voices obtainable from an organ well 
suited to the size of the church building.  

Members were then invited to ‘come and play’ in return 
for which donations to the Leonard Gibbons Fund were 
gratefully received.  As is the case on these occasions 
we heard a wide variety of pieces played at different 
levels of expertise.  Although there is a natural 
reluctance to follow our President’s stylish playing, it is 
a pleasure and, I think, an object of the exercise, to 
hear everyone (particularly our latest student member, 
James Bate) ‘having a go’ and enjoying it.    

As ever, there was a good social atmosphere with an 
exchange of information that adds so much to the 
pleasure of attending these events.  Grateful thanks go 
to Eddie and Kath who made us most welcome, and to 
the church authorities for their cooperation in agreeing 
to our visit. 

Console of St Margaret’s, Olton 

http://www.bhamorgan.org.uk/organs/064.htm
http://www.bhamorgan.org.uk/organs/064.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

speculating what would happen these days if we 
announced that “the Doctor” was appearing at 
Birmingham Town Hall?  

Moving on to Thomas’s comments, we learned much 
about programme planning, his busy schedule, the 
organs around the world that he has played, tips for 
practising, and pedalling (“…nothing wrong with using 
heels, it’s the musical result that matters”).  After an 
hour of riveting conversation, the formal part of the 
meeting finished and all present were invited to 
partake of a wonderful spread of refreshments 
provided by BOA President and Organist of St Paul’s, 
Paul Carr (or more accurately by his wife, Hannah). 

A truly memorable evening for all who were there! 
Special thanks are due to Thomas, Betty and John.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
   
  

Previous page      Title page     

 
On the evening of 17 February, 
BOA members were joined in the 
gallery of St Paul’s church in the 
Jewellery Quarter by friends from  
the Lichfield Association – and 
guests who were attending a RSCM course in 
Birmingham - for an evening with Birmingham’s City 
Organist, Thomas Trotter.  We were also delighted to 
welcome Betty Milne, who for many years was 
responsible for much of the organisation behind the 
weekly Town Hall organ recitals. 

If you think of the evening as being a “chat show” 
then our host was BOA Council member John 
Stormont, who displayed such a talent for the role 
that some of us wondered if he could have a whole 
new career!  Betty had brought with her various 
interesting documents including old recital 
programmes and “the book”: a register signed by 
visiting recitalists containing many well-known names.  
She had memories of the long “reign” of George 
Thalben-Ball as City Organist, recalling that the Town 
Hall management insisted that he be known as “the 
Doctor”.  I wonder if it is only your reviewer who was  

Thomas Trotter  

Meet the City Organist 
Paul Evans 

The panel of Betty Milne, John Stormont and Thomas Trotter 

(BOA president Paul Carr standing right)  


