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Forthcoming events 
 

OXFORD ORGAN CRAWL 
SATURDAY 6TH APRIL 
An opportunity to hear & play 
three of the university’s finest 
instruments: details here. 

 
 
AGM & RECITAL 
SATURDAY 20TH APRIL, 11.00AM 

The Ropewalk, 15-20 St Paul’s 
Square, B3 1QU,  and St Paul’s in 
the Jewellery Quarter 
Coffee, AGM, and recital by 
TIM HARPER: details here. 
 
 
 

Concert Guide 
   
Birmingham Cathedral 
Friday lunchtimes at 1.10pm: 
19 Apr: Adrian Richards (King’s Lynn) 
26 Apr: George Castle  (Winchester Cath) 
03 May: David Dewar  (Chippenham) 
www.birminghamcathedral.com 
   
St Chad’s Cathedral 
Mon 6 May: World Organ Day 
4.00pm Paul Carr 
Music associated with Notre Dame de Paris 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
 
THSH Town Hall/Symphony Hall: 
Mondays, 1.00pm, Town Hall 
08 Apr: Thomas Trotter 
22 Apr: David Baskeyfield (New York) 
13 May: Thomas Trotter 
www.thsh.co.uk 
  
Holy Trinity, Wordsley 
Sunday Afternoon Organ Music  3.00pm 
Paul Carr 
07 Apr, 05 May 
www.paulcarr.co.uk 
  
St Paul, Birmingham Thursday Live 
First Thursday of the month at 1.15pm 
04 Apr: Laurence Caldecote 
02 May: Paul Carr 
www.saintpaulbrum.org 
  
Emmanuel, Wylde Green: 
An A to Z of organ music 
Fridays at 12noon: 05 Apr, 26 Apr 
Andrew Fletcher 
www.andrewfletcher.org.uk 
 
Bournville Quaker Meeting House 
Linden Road B30 1JT 
Fridays at 1pm 
 
Walsall Town Hall 
Leicester Street, WS1 1PT 
Thursdays 1.00pm, (big screen video) 
18 Apr, 16 May: Peter Morris 
www.whatsonwalsall.co.uk 

Welcome to the electronic version of our newsletter. 

In this issue: 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS        REVIEWS  

• Oxford organ crawl 
• AGM & recital 

• LGF fundraiser: St Peter’s 

• Cochereau event 
 
 

http://www.bhamorgan.org.uk/
http://www.iao.org.uk/
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=406590&y=287468&z=0&sv=B3+1QU&st=2&pc=B3+1QU&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf
http://www.birminghamcathedral.com/
http://www.stchadscathedral.org.uk/
http://www.thsh.co.uk/
http://www.paulcarr.co.uk/
http://www.saintpaulbrum.org/
http://www.andrewfletcher.org.uk/
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=404380&y=281502&z=0&sv=B30+1JT&st=2&pc=B30+1JT&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=401421&y=298585&z=0&sv=ws1+1pt&st=2&pc=ws1+1pt&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf
http://www.whatsonwalsall.co.uk/default.asp?id=36&sC=page54&cName=Town-Halls&cType=1


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Saturday 

6 April 

Oxford city centre 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Oxford organ crawl 
The Queen’s, Exeter & Keble Colleges 
 

Previous page      Title page      Next page 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
10.30am 
The Queen’s College Chapel, High Street, OX1 4AW: 
2-manual Frobenius (1965) 
 
12noon  
Make own arrangements for lunch in the city centre.  
Oxford has a wide variety of pubs and restaurants to 
suit all tastes and pockets! 
 
1.30pm 
Exeter College Chapel, Turl Street, OX1 3DP:  
2-manual Walker (1994) in the French style 
 
3.30pm 
Keble College Chapel, Parks Road, OX1 3PG: 
4-manual Tickell (2011) 

 

More details, including where to park for those 
travelling by car, and a map of central Oxford, are 
to be found in an attached file (oxford.pdf). 

Pear Tree park-and-ride 

              The Queen’s College                   Keble College chapel 

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=451788&y=206334&z=0&sv=OX1+4AW&st=2&pc=OX1+4AW&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=451434&y=206381&z=0&sv=OX1+3DP&st=2&pc=OX1+3DP&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=451295&y=206940&z=0&sv=OX1+3PG&st=2&pc=OX1+3PG&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf
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AGM & recital 
St Paul’s Square 
 

Saturday 
20 April 

11.00am 
The Ropewalk 

15-20 St Paul’s 
Square 

Birmingham 

B3 1QU 

 
11.00am Coffee at The Ropewalk 

11.30am AGM (in The Ropewalk’s Function Room) 

12.30pm Lunch 
 Members may choose to eat at The Ropewalk,  
 or (especially if the weather is fine) bring a 
 picnic to eat in the adjacent grounds of St Paul’s 
 Church.  Please note: the usual buffet is not 
 being arranged this year. 

1.30pm RECITAL by Tim Harper at St Paul’s, 
 admission £5 payable on the door 

 

Documents relating to the AGM are supplied as attachments 

 
 

 

Monday 28th January, a chilly winter 
evening, saw a group of BOA members 
congregate at St Peter's Hall Green, in a 
pleasantly warm church. How welcome!  

The Director of Music, John Sireshuk, 
gave us a brief history of the old organ 
which was originally built by Banfield 
for the Catholic Apostolic Church in 
Spring Hill, Birmingham.  It was 
transferred to St. Peter’s in 1965, but 
was not a truly satisfactory installation, 
many corners having been cut to reduce 
costs.  In 1979 the organ was again 
rebuilt by Tom Sheffield, when attempts were made to 
rectify some of the earlier deficiencies.  This rebuild lasted 
for virtually 30 years, but by then the instrument was 
becoming virtually unplayable due to its unreliability and 
increasing action & electrical faults.  

Various quotes for the necessary work were sought, but 
the enormous costs involved were considered unrealistic 
and unsustainable by the church, so alternative routes had 
to be considered.  Much trial and experimentation was 
undertaken, resulting in a Viscount digital installation in 
2011, using the company’s latest Physis Technology. 

LGF fund-raiser @ St Peter’s Hall Green 
Nick Fanthom 

 

St Peter’s Hall Green 

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=406590&y=287468&z=0&sv=b3+1qu&st=2&pc=b3+1qu&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf


John proceeded to put the instrument through its paces for us 
in a recital demonstrating its capabilities: Suite Modale 
(Peeters); Prelude, Fugue & Variation (Frank); Tuba Tune 
(Lang); Fantasia & Fugue in C minor (JSB) and ending with the 
dramatic Prelude & Fugue in B major (Dupré).  Members then 
had the opportunity to play this remarkably versatile 
instrument, during which time the rest of us were able to 
partake of the excellent refreshments John had provided.  The 
freshly-squeezed orange & lemon juice and home-made 
chocolate cake went down extremely well, particularly with 
your Assistant Secretary! 

It was a pity that more members could not attend, but those 
who did had a most enjoyable evening and raised £62 in aid of 
the Leonard Gibbons Fund.  Many thanks are particularly due 
to John, and also to the church authorities, for making this 
event possible. 
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Dr Anthony Hammond is 
currently Director of Music 
and Organist of Cirencester 
Parish Church, where he 
recently presided over the 
rebuilding and enlargement 
(by Harrison & Harrison) of 
the very fine 1895 Henry 
Willis organ.  I (and several 
other BOA members) had 
the pleasure of hearing 
Anthony’s recital there 
during the IAO’s Annual 
Congress last summer. 
 

Anthony’s passion for French 
organ music and improvisation 
led to doctoral research into the 
career and technique of 
legendary French organist and 
improviser Pierre Cochereau, 
and the subsequent publication 
(last year) of a book: the first 
full-length English language 
study of Cochereau, written with 
the full support of his family and 
former colleagues. 

 
 

Console of the new Viscount digital organ at St Peter’s Hall Green 

Cochereau Event @ Broadway URC, Walsall 
Alan Taylor 

Dr Anthony Hammond 

Part of the new casework at 

Cirencester Parish Church 



 

So we were especially privileged, on the eve of the 29th 
anniversary of his death, to be able to devote an evening to 
celebrating the life and work of Cochereau, under the expert 
guidance of Dr Hammond.  Ably supported by his wife, Helen, 
Anthony’s illustrated talk included projected Powerpoint slides 
and extracts from audio recordings on CD. 

This started with an account of Cochereau’s early life as a 
student at the Paris Conservatoire during the Second World 
War, and of his studies with André Fleury, Maurice Duruflé 
and Marcel Dupré.  We then heard about his career as titular 
organist at Notre Dame Cathedral from 1956 until his death 
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in 1984, before going on to consider in more detail the various 
musical influences on his styles of improvisation. 

This alone would have made for a fascinating and entertaining 
evening, but Anthony further dazzled us by punctuating the 
evening’s talk with virtuoso “live” performances on Broadway 
URC’s organ of each of the five movements of an Organ 
Symphony improvised by Cochereau at St Mary’s Cathedral, 
San Francisco in 1972 – and which Anthony has reconstructed 
from a recording. 

For this event we were joined by several colleagues from the 
Lichfield association and the RSCM, and there was an 
opportunity for all – over wine or coffee at the end of the 
evening – to chat to Anthony and purchase CDs of his various 
audio recordings. 

It was a truly memorable event. 
 Pierre Cochereau, 1924-1984 

The organ of Broadway URC, Walsall, on its west-end gallery 


