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FORTHCOMING  EVENTS 

Monday 23rd November, 7.30pm   
All Saints, West Bromwich 
 

Skittles & Chips 
 

Come and join a relaxed evening of fun before the 
madness of December fully kicks in!  Why not browse 
through the second-hand music stall for those “To Me” 
Christmas presents?  Food - chips and whatever else 
you want - will be ordered and paid for at the start of 
the evening.  Bring your own drinks, (anything from 
Brown Ale to Chateau Latour!) if you wish, although 
tea, coffee and fruit juice will be available.  And ladies 
don’t forget some suitable shoes for sending those 
bowls hurtling down the nave! 
 
(If only Aled could get some trems installed in time, we might have 
‘music while you bowl’ - NF) 

It’s not far away now, you know?  So ... 
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... And as a post-prandial piece of trivia for Christmas Day 
Lunch, did you know that Joyce Anstruther the composer of 
the hymn tune Stowey (When a knight won his spurs) also 
composed Slane (Lord of all hopefulness), under the nom-de-
plume Jan Struther? She also authored the novel Mrs Miniver. 
 

(Now if the wine, turkey, plum pudding et al hasn’t already put 
your guests to sleep, then that surely will! - NF) 

WANTED!  A new home and co-ordinator for the BOA’s 
stock of second-hand music. 
This rôle is a way of helping swell the Leonard Gibbons Fund 
coffers, so is very worthwhile.  After the excellent service he has 
given the Association the present co-ordinator, Dr John Tesh, has 
found it necessary to relinquish this position.   

Could you help? 
If you think you can, then please talk to either the President or 
Secretary for more information. 



Annual Service 2009, by Eddie Guard 
 
Our Annual Service was held at Solihull School Chapel 
on Monday 28th September. 

The School Chapel, a tall brick building easily seen from 
the main Warwick Road in Solihull, was built in the late 
1950s and consecrated in 1961 on the 400th anniversary 
of the founding of the School.  The interior of the chapel 
contained four eye catching murals along one wall and a 
mural reminiscent of the Sutherland tapestry above the altar in Coventry 
Cathedral.  The recently rebuilt chapel organ is situated on a rear gallery. 

It was good to see a congregation of about sixty, consisting of BOA 
members and parents and friends of the chapel choir.  (Those of us who are 
involved with choirs know how disheartening it is to perform to a 
disappointingly small congregation.)  The Choir of fifty, consisting of boy and 
girl choristers, was directed by Pamela Davies and accompanied on the 
organ by Peter Irving.  The school chaplain, Canon Andrew Hutchinson 
sang the office and welcomed the congregation to the service. 

As soon as the choir began singing the responses, composed by Peter 
Irving, we knew we were to experience singing of a very high standard.  
Psalm 33 was sung antiphonally with great precision between the Decani 
and Cantoris sides of the choir.  This was followed by a setting of the 
evensong canticles by Wood in the key of C Minor.  The Anthem was 
Evening Hymn by Balfour Gardiner.  The first Movement of Elgar`s Organ 
Sonata in G was played with panache by Peter Irving featuring the 
mellifluous tones of the clarinet stop on the organ, concluded an excellent 
evensong.  Our thanks go to the school authorities and to Pamela, Peter 
and the choir for all their hard work contributing to such a memorable 
occasion. 

Organ Voluntaries for the Church’s Year, by John Stormont 
 
This event found nearly 30 members filling the sizeable organ loft below the 
stunning façade of St Chad’s Cathedral organ, for Professor David Saint’s 
educational session.  He provided us with comprehensive listings of suitable 
music for before & after services, and for general usage.  David suggested 
the use of the RSCM’s Sunday by Sunday, which provides useful 

REVIEWS 



suggestions of suitable music for each Sunday. 

The first pieces played were by JS Bach, BWV 599, 600 & 601 from 
Orgelbuchlein.  At varying degrees of difficulty, David commented that 
proper rehearsal is always necessary.  He played the delightful, and simple, 
G major version of In Dulci Jubilo as an alternative to the more usual A 
major version. 

David’s selection of suggested music included some of his own favourites 
from Langlais, including Prelude Modale and pieces from the Suite Brève.  
In inviting us to explore a wider repertoire in a wide range of styles from 
baroque to romantic, he played an extract from the Epiphany offering 

Marche des Rois Mages (with the 
obligatory pencil wedging top B – not a 
cipher!) by Dubois. 

A discussion about aspects of 
registration on different organs; “What 
if one doesn’t have a krummhorn? 
etc,” determined that sensible use of 
the available stops will usually give a 
satisfactory result, although conceding 

that the repertoire of some composers may only be effective if played on an 
organ with specific resources and/or in a generous acoustic. 

David made reference to Paul Hale’s list of “organ music which is quite easy 
yet sounds really interesting” (provided for the recent IAO West of England 
Organ Day), and recommended useful sources including C.H.Trevor’s Easy 
Graded Organ Music, and Anne Marsden Thomas’s Graded Anthologies 
and The Church’s Year.  The usefulness of browsing the website 
www.imslp.org was recommended. 

Our thanks to David for a most enjoyable and instructive evening, hopefully 
inspiring members to explore, prepare well (!) and play interesting new 
repertoire.  Thanks also to St Chad’s for allowing us to use the Cathedral, 
and to the IAO who provided financial support. 

St. Peter’s Hall Green are looking for an 
organist and choirmaster.  For details & any 
informal enquiries, contact the vicar: 
Revd Martin Stephenson 
33 Paradise Lane, Hall Green,  
Birmingham B28 0DY  
tel: 0121 777 1935   
email: martin.stephenson@cantab.net 

JOB SPOT BOA Annual Subscriptions 
 

Please read the enclosed notice 
from our Treasurer.  We urge all 
members to take advantage of 
the new Standing Order payment 
method, which will save money 
for both you and the Association. 



St. Chad’s Cathedral 
Monday 30th November at 7.30pm 
Henry Fairs: Messiaen - Livre du Saint Sacrement: www.henryfairs.com 
 
St. Philip’s Cathedral: Music for Lunch 
Fridays at 1.10pm: www.birminghamcathedral.com 
20th November: Simon Nieminski (organ)  
27th November: Robert Jenkins (tenor) 
4th December: Pro Cecilia directed by Stuart Nicholson. 
20th November at 7.00pm: St. Cecilia Cathedral Choir Concert 
 
Town Hall Symphony Hall  
Mondays at 1.00pm: www.thsh.co.uk 
7th December: (SH) Thomas Trotter, Choir of St. John’s College, Cambridge. 
14th December: (TH) Sing Carols: Thomas Trotter with Cambrian Brass 
11th January: (SH) Thomas Trotter 
18th January: (TH) Thomas Trotter 
 
Holy Trinity, Wordsley: Sunday Afternoon Organ Musi c 
Paul Carr: 1st Sunday in the month at 3.00pm: www.paulcarr.co.uk 
6th December: Music for Advent and Christmas 
3rd January: French Flair 
 
St. Paul, Birmingham: Thursday  ����������������   
1st Thursday in the month at 1.15pm: www.saintpaulbrum.org 
3rd December: Paul Carr 
7th January: Thomas Corns 
 
Emmanuel, Wylde Green: ��������	�
���
	�  
Andrew Fletcher: 1st Friday in the month at 1.00pm: 
www.andrewfletcher.org.uk 
4th December 
8th January  
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