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Forthcoming events 
 

COME & PLAY 
THURSDAY 30TH JANUARY, 7.30PM 
St Margaret’s, Warwick Road, 
Olton, B92 7JS,  click here for 
details.  Donations welcome for 
the Leonard Gibbons Fund. 

 
MEET THE CITY ORGANIST 
MONDAY 17TH FEBRUARY, 7.30PM 
St Paul’s in the Jewellery Quarter,  
B3 1QZ, click here for details.  
An evening with City Organist  

THOMAS TROTTER. 
 

AGM & ANNUAL RECITAL 
SATURDAY 29TH MARCH, 11AM 
St Chad’s Cathedral, B4 6EU,  click 
here for details. 
An opportunity to hear the 
magnificent Walker organ played 

by CARLETON ETHERINGTON of 
Tewskesbury Abbey. 

Concert Guide 
 

St Chad’s Cathedral: 
Wed 11 Dec, 7.30pm:  Messiaen’s 
La Nativité du Seigneur 
B’ham Conservatoire organ students 
Admission FREE 
www.stchadscathedral.org.uk 
  
THSH Town Hall/Symphony Hall:  
Alternate Mondays at 1.00pm 
Thomas Trotter  
9 Dec (TH), 20 Jan (SH) 
www.thsh.co.uk 
  
Holy Trinity, Wordsley: 3.00pm 
Sunday Afternoon Organ Music  
Paul Carr 05 Jan, 02 Feb,  02 Mar 
www.paulcarr.co.uk 
  
St Paul, Birmingham: Thursday Live 
First Thursday of the month at 
1.15pm 
Paul Carr 02 Jan, 06 Feb, 06 Mar 
www.saintpaulbrum.org 
  
Emmanuel, Wylde Green:  
Fridays, 1.00pm – Fletcher’s Favourites 
03 Jan, 07 Feb,  07 Mar 
Andrew Fletcher 
www.andrewfletcher.org.uk 
 
Walsall Town Hall 
Leicester Street, WS1 1PT 
Thursdays 1.00pm, (big screen video) 
16 Jan, 20 Feb: Peter Morris 
www.whatsonwalsall.co.uk 

Welcome to the electronic version of our newsletter. 

In this issue 
  Future events:                             Past event reviews:     

•  Come & Play 
•  Meet the City Organist 
•  AGM & annual recital 
•  Money matters 
•  IAO news 
 

•  Annual Service 
•  Henry Smart 
•  Dinner with LDOA 
 
 

Happy Christmas to all BOA members 
and best wishes for 2014 
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“Come & Play” 
St Margaret’s, Olton 
 

Meet the City Organist 
St Paul’s in the Jewellery Quarter 

 

Thursday 

30 January 

7.30pm, 
 

Warwick Road 

Olton 

Solihull 

B92 7JS 

 
 

 

BOA Council member Eddie Guard invites us to “Come and 
Play” this three-manual instrument built by Norman & Beard 
in 1900.  The organ has been looked after during the 
intervening years by various builders including Nicholson & Co, 
Dunchurch Organs, Sheffield, Thompson and, more recently, 
Trevor Tipple.  It featured as our Organ of the Month no.64 in 
October 2007.  
 
You will be assured of a warm welcome, with refreshments 
available.  Donations welcome for the Leonard Gibbons Fund. 
 
St Margaret’s is served by bus route 37 from the city centre to 
Olton Station and by a regular train service from Snow Hill 
and Moor St.  There is a church car park. 

 

Monday 
17 February 
7.30pm, 
 

St Paul’s Square 
B3 1QZ 

We have a unique opportunity to meet informally with 
Thomas Trotter, who has found time within his busy 
international recital schedule to join us to discuss his role 
as Birmingham's City Organist.  Our other guest will be 
Betty Milne, who was Manager of Birmingham Town Hall 
from 1979 to 1993.  

We shall be exploring Thomas’s background, his student 
days at Kings College, Cambridge, and his early 
impressions of Birmingham.  We shall delve into recital 
programmes from both Thomas and previous City 
Organists, Betty having particular memories of George 
Thalben-Ball.  We shall hear from Thomas about his 
international career, how he plans his recital programmes, 
and many other aspects of his role as City Organist.  
Members will have the opportunity to ask questions, but 
these should be submitted by email in advance to 
webmaster@BhamOrgan.org.uk.  

This will be an informal evening, not a recital, although we 
believe Thomas will end his session by playing something 
from his repertoire.   There will be no charge for members, 
although the evening will conclude with drinks and nibbles 
for which donations would be welcome. 
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BOA subscription changes and 
two new services for members 
 

Have you remembered to update your 

Standing Order instructions at your bank? 

As announced last January and later confirmed at the AGM, 

subscriptions are to increase from 1st January 2014 – the first 

increase for over 15 years – in part due to the increase in the 

IAO’s capitation fee.  For most members, this means 

completing a new Standing Order form (click for download) or 

using on-line banking to make the necessary modifications to 

your existing Order.  This should please be done now – the 

money will not be collected until 1st January.  Many thanks to 

those members who have already done so. 

We are also asking if members will kindly notify us via this 

form (or via email) of their mobile phone numbers.  Over 30 

have already done so and, at no extra cost to them, receive 

SMS (text) messages  directly to their phones to remind them 

about BOA events, news, etc.  This is possible at a fraction of 

the cost of letter post. 

What’s more, we now have a Twitter feed, so you can check 

out all the latest news from us & our members @BhamOrgan!  

Saturday 

29 March 

11am for 11.30 

St Chad’s 

Queensway, 

B4 6EU 
 

 

 

The programme for this event is 

11.00am  Coffee 

11.30am   A G M 

12.30pm (approx)  Buffet Lunch 

   1.30pm  Annual Recital by 

                   Carleton Etherington 

                      (Tewkesbury Abbey) 

                    on the cathedral’s Walker organ 

 

Details about the cost and ordering arrangements for 

the buffet lunch will be included in the next BOA 

newsletter. 

AGM & annual recital 
St Chad’s Cathedral 
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Money matters: 
a reminder 

 

http://www.bhamorgan.org.uk/files/2014subs.pdf
https://twitter.com/BhamOrgan
https://twitter.com/BhamOrgan
https://twitter.com/BhamOrgan
http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=407006&y=287536&z=0&sv=b4+6eu&st=2&pc=b4+6eu&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf


IAO news 
 
 
 

• The newly-elected President of the 
IAO is James Lancelot, Organist and 
Master of the Choristers at Durham 
Cathedral. 

 
• Appropriately, the IAO’s annual congress in 2014 is based 

in the city of Durham, and booking is now open.  Included 
are visits to Newcastle’s RC cathedral (new Tickell organ 
that some of us saw in his Northampton workshop last 
year) and the workshops of Harrison & Harrison, a 
masterclass by Dame Gillian Weir at Hexham Abbey, and 
much more.  For details and on-line booking, follow this 
link or contact the Congress Organiser, Rob Miller via 
congress@iao.org.uk 
  

• Please put Saturday 27th September 2014 in your diaries 
now!  Birmingham is hosting OrganFest!, a joint 
celebration involving BIOS, IAO and RCO – and it is also 
BOA’s 90th anniversary year, so our local association will 
have an important role too.  More details in the next BOA 
newsletter.  
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Annual Service at St Mary’s, Moseley 
Alan Taylor 

It has been 
over ten years 
since the 
Association’s 
annual service 
was last held at St Mary’s Moseley, and it was immediately 
apparent from the Introit (Abendlied by Rheinberger) that the 
high standard of music there has continued under the capable 
direction of BOA President-Elect and Birmingham Area RSCM 
Chair, Mick Perrier.  

After the processional hymn Angel voices ever singing, we 
were welcomed by the Vicar, Revd Jeremy Dussek, and the 
service continued with chants & responses by Peter Aston and 
Mick Perrier, John Stainer’s Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis in B♭ 
(no.3) and the anthem Cantique de Jean Racine by Fauré.  All 
this was executed in fine style by St Mary’s Choir and the St 
Mary’s Singers.  The service concluded appropriately with the 
hymn When, in our music, God is glorified, words written by 
Methodist Fred Pratt Green especially for the tune Engelberg 
by Stanford. 

Before, during and after the service, we were able to 
appreciate the improvisatory skills, in the French style, of BOA 
member John Pryer, including his stunning closing voluntary 
on the theme Adoro Te, devote, latens Deitas. 

Grateful thanks are due to Mick, John and all at St Mary’s who 
took part in the service. 

http://www.iao.org.uk/news/view.asp?ID=163
mailto:congress@iao.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
This was a most interesting and entertaining evening.  Later, 
over cheese & wine, we were able to quiz Michael Jones 
further on aspects of Henry Smart’s life and to look over the 
music with Chris Cipkin.  

 

Smart died barely a month after receiving a government 
pension of £100 per annum, having been nearly blind for the 
last fifteen years of his life.  He was highly regarded in his 
lifetime but has slipped from the pantheon since.  Thank you 
Michael, Chris and Paul for restoring something of Smart’s 
reputation among the members of BOA. 
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Henry Smart: a bicentenary celebration 
Mick Perrier 
 
It was a great pleasure to have both a past organist and a 
present organist of St Anne’s Church, Moseley, collaborating 
for us in this event.  BOA members  Michael Jones and Chris 
Cipkin served up a delightful evening celebrating the bi-
centenary of the organist and composer Henry Smart (b 26th 
October 1813). 
 

Michael regaled us in his inimitable style with stories, 
anecdotes and historical details of Smart’s life, while Chris 
demonstrated Smart’s output by playing a selection of his 
compositions, both well-known and less familiar: the March 
in G, Soprano Melody in B flat, Andante Grazioso in G, 
Festive March in D and the Postlude in D.  A cameo 
appearance by our President, Paul Carr, concluded the 
evening with the Postlude in D. 
 

Smart was born in London, a nephew of the conductor Sir 
George Smart and son of a music publisher, orchestra 
director and accomplished violinist (also called Henry Smart). 
His many compositions for the organ were described as 
"effective and melodious, if not strikingly original" by the 
1911 Encyclopædia Britannica - and so they proved in 
performance.  However, they were none the less effective 
for that.  While Chris demonstrated the pieces, Michael 
accompanied the members present in singing a number of 
Smart’s hymn tunes: Regent Square, Everton, Rex Gloriae, 
Pilgrims, Trisagion and – of course – Moseley!  It was good to 
hear these once-popular tunes again.  

 

Henry Smart (right), whose 200th 

birthday we celebrated at a BOA 

meeting in October. 
 

 
 

Below is part of Smart’s hymn-

tune Moseley that was sung at this 

meeting in St Anne’s Moseley to 

the words “And now this Holy Day 

is drawing to its end”. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was not merely a nostalgic 
pining for a bygone age but 
recognition of the challenge 
that church musicians face in 
the 21st century.  It is in our 
hands to shape the future and 
not just become passive 
victims of it.  The work of the 
organist in the future is to 
adapt and involve the organ as 
an important component in 
the range of musical resources 
available to parish worship 
today.  By grasping that 
challenge and educating the 
next generation of organists 
we can not only arrest the 
decline but help reverse it. 

 

One of the perks of acting as chauffeur to Dr Roy and his wife 
Ruth was that the anecdotes continued in the car on the 
journey back to Tewkesbury.  My abiding memory is Roy 
commenting wistfully that he had attended the funeral at St 
Alban’s, Conybere Street, of a fellow organist and one who 
had directed the choir there after Roy.  As the dear chap’s 
ashes were carefully laid to rest under a grating in the floor 
Roy commented that he had noticed alongside, beneath the 
grating, were the ashes of most of the choir that Roy had 
directed while he had held the post. One can imagine 
celestial voices emanating from beneath once the lights had 
been turned out at night!  
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The School House restaurant 
between Lichfield and Sutton 
Coldfield is not the easiest of places to find in the dark! 
However, it was well worth the effort on one Wednesday 
evening in November for a most convivial dinner in the 
company of the Lichfield  & District Organists’ Association 
and our after-dinner speaker, Dr Roy Massey, MBE. 
 
After gathering for drinks in the foyer, over fifty members 
and partners from both associations enjoyed a delightful 
meal, well cooked and expertly served, allowing for much 
banter and “getting-to-know-you”s.  
 
At the end of the meal we were treated to a wonderful 
speech peppered with reminiscences, asides, observations 
and witticisms as only Dr Roy can deliver.  He shared his 
insights into the work of the church organist over his long 
career.  He began with the respect in which the position was 
held and the deference given by clergy to musicians who 
were masters of their craft and who knew how to get the 
best from their choirs and their instruments to the benefit of 
the liturgy, the church, and – one hopes – the worship of the 
Almighty.  He traced the gradual change over the years as 
organists began to be suffered rather than celebrated, their 
music endured rather than enhanced and their presence 
taken or left at the whim of those who knew the cost of 
everything and the value of nothing. 

Dr Roy Massey, MBE, speaking 

after the BOA’s joint dinner 

with Lichfield & District OA.  

Association Dinner 
Mick Perrier 


