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Birmingham Cathedral, B3 2QB

Mondays, 1.10pm
26 Jun David Hardie
3 Jul  Ashley Wagner

10 Jul  Callum Alger
17 Jul  Nicholas Morris
24 Jul Hannah Gibson
31 Jul Marcus Huxley

Holy Trinity, Wordsley, DY8 5RU
Sunday Afternoon Organ Music 
3.00pm
Paul Carr  2 Jul, 6 Aug, 3 Sept
www.paulcarr.co.uk

St Chad’s Cathedral, B4 6EU

Thursday Live
1st Thursday of the month, 1.15pm
6 July David Saint
3 Aug Paul Carr
7 Sep Christopher Herrick
www.paulcarr.co.uk
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Forthcoming events

IAO OXFORD FESTIVAL

SUN 23RD – THURS 27TH JULY

Day/Event tickets now 
available
IAO ORGANFEST IN HULL

FRIDAY 8TH – SATURDAY 9TH

SEPTEMBER

Click for details. 

RECITAL & ORGAN VISITS

SATURDAY 5TH AUGUST, 11.15AM

starting at Broadway URC, 
Walsall, WS5 3PH.

Click for details. 

BACH IN THE 21ST CENTURY

MONDAY 25 SEPTEMBER, 7.30PM

The Church at Carrs Lane,
B4 7SX, with Gordon Stewart 
and the 1970 HN&B organ
Click for details.
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IAO Music Festival (formerly Congress) 2017

This year the IAO’s annual
Festival is to be based in
the historic city and

university of Oxford.

July 23th – 27th

http://festival.iao.org.uk

Full details and booking
arrangements are available
via the above link to pages
on the IAO’s website and
in Organists’ Review.

Day/Event tickets
now available.

8th - 9th September, Hull: UK city of culture

Two days of inspiring events for lovers of the organ and its 
music, featuring the huge (IV-141) concert organ by Forster & 
Andrews in Hull City Hall.  Includes a special guest appearance 
by HUW EDWARDS of BBC TV News selecting his organ music 

to take to a “Desert Island” performed by John Scott Whiteley.

For full details and booking arrangements, visit
www.OrganFest.org.uk

A booking form may also be found in June’s Organists’ Review.

Saturday visit to Walsall

Saturday
5 August

11.15 am

Broadway United
Reformed Church,

Gillity Avenue
Walsall, WS5 3PH

We are invited to join the Saturday morning Summer 
Recital Series at Broadway URC when BOA council 
member CHRISTOPHER CIPKIN is the recitalist, after 
which there will be an opportunity for members to 
play themselves.  The church is open from 10.30am
for coffee & cake. It is situated at the junction of 
Walsall ring-road (A4148) and Sutton Road (B4151) 
and has a large car-park.

After lunch (there is a good local hostelry), please 
also join us for a visit to St Jude’s, WS1 2JS, (II-10, a 
rare surviving unmolested example of the work of 
August Gern) and St Matthew’s, WS1 3DG, (IV-74) 
containing some pipework dating from the Samuel 
Green instrument of 1773.

http://festival.iao.org.uk/
http://www.organfest.org.uk/
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AGM & annual recital
John Stormont
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Some 26 members came along on a fine spring morning
to Holy Trinity, Wordsley for our AGM held in the parish
hall. The formalities were efficiently and speedily dealt
with by our president Mick Perrier. He thanked Norman
Ashfield & Christopher Cipkin, who agreed to continue
for a second term of office as members of Council, and
also welcomed newly-elected Paul Geoghegan.

After the formal proceedings, members partook of the
excellent buffet lunch of sandwiches, wraps, and a
selection of sweets, wine & soft drinks.

We then moved into the church for
the annual recital given by Dr Peter
King, IAO President and Organist
Emeritus, Bath Abbey. Peter’s first
item was Fantaisie & Fugue in B flat
by Alexandre Boëly followed by Saint-
Saëns Fantaisie in E flat. Next was the
delightful Capriccio by John Ireland.
After Mendelssohn’s Prelude and
Fugue in E minor transcribed by W T
Best, we heard two Canons from op56
by Schumann.

The recital ended with Reubke’s Sonata on the 94th

Psalm, a real tour-de-force played by the recitalist with
great panache. Perhaps the tonally satisfying Wordsley
three-manual organ was not quite up to the dynamic
demands of this extraordinary piece, but it was
nevertheless a virtuosic performance.

Monday

25 September

7.30pm

The Church at Carrs Lane,

Birmingham,

B4 7SX 

We are delighted to be able to welcome

GORDON STEWART

well-known concert organist & teacher

who is tasked to “brush-up” our Bach playing in what 

is sure to be an entertaining and informative 

illustrated talk on current performance practice.

Since most of use don’t have the luxury of a modern 

state-of-the-art tracker action instrument, the venue 

chosen has a large gallery in which we can all 

congregate around the detached console of the 

landmark (III-27) 1970 Hill Norman & Beard organ.

Bach in the 21st century

Peter King

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/map.srf?x=407299&y=286876&z=0&sv=b4+7sx&st=2&pc=b4+7sx&mapp=map.srf&searchp=ids.srf


Our meeting on 3 May was a talk by BOA
member Gary Cole (“Mr Regent Records”)
about some of his experiences recording
organs and, indeed, the history of his
company.

Gary started by recounting how he
initially became involved in recording
through making a recording of his choir.
In fact, the name of the label comes from that original 
recording as the choir concerned was that of St Mark’s 
Regents Park, where Gary was organist at the time.  He 
produced recordings for other record labels before Regent 
Records eventually became a full-time occupation for him.

We then heard and saw audio & video excerpts from his CDs 
ad DVDs, with discussion of some of the recording techniques 
involved. How many readers know why John Stormont is 
credited as page turner on Thomas Trotter’s DVD from 
Birmingham Town Hall and yet there is no music visible on 
the organ? We were also amused to hear how, while 
recording the Vierne and Langlais Masses at Sées Cathedral, 
Paul Hale “repaired” the long silent choir organ with the high 
tech aid of a piece of string. 

All in all, it was both an informative and entertaining evening 
from which a number of members went home with additions 
to their CD/DVD collections. 

An evening with Regent Records
Paul Evans

Sat 8 July Callum Alger St Peter’s,
Wolverhampton

Sat 5 Aug Christopher Cipkin St Anne’s, Moseley

Broadway United Reformed Church, Walsall, WS5 3PH

Saturday morning “Coffee & Cake” recitals
 by two BOA members 

Refreshments from 10.30am, recitals start 11.15am

Admission FREE: retiring collection.
Programme details will be available HERE

before each event.

Gary Cole

Organists’ fees
The IAO has received notification from the Incorporated 

Society of Musicians (ISM) concerning recommended rates of 
pay for employed organists and directors of music.  Details 
from the 2015 survey may be viewed via: 
https://www.ism.org/advice/employed-organist-fees .

There is also an invitation to take part in a new (2017) survey 
at https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/Organists2017 for 
which the password organists is required.

IAO General Secretary
As some of you may already be aware, the IAO 
has announced that, following the retirement 
of Malcolm Hawke at the end of July, the next 
General Secretary is to be Alan Taylor of the 

Birmingham association.
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Our York trip on 3rd June was blessed with exceptionally
pleasant weather, sunny and warm without being too hot.
Special thanks are due to Max Elliott, president-elect of the
York association, for making all the arrangements, who – with
York-based IAO Council Member Nigel Holdsworth – were our
expert guides on the day to no less than seven different
organs in York city centre.

Arriving by various routes using both road & rail, about a
dozen of us assembled by 11am at our first venue. We then
enjoyed hearing and playing a delightful variety of
instruments before concluding with Choral Evensong in York
Minister. The busy day ended with some of us repairing to
the Cross Keys Inn with Max & Nigel before returning home.

The organs visited are listed below, and a small sample of the
many photographs taken by Peter Boswell (for which many
thanks) are shown on the right. For full-size versions and a
larger selection of photos, please visit:
http://www.bhamorgan.org.uk/yorkphotos.html.

All Saints North Street, Forster & Andrews, II/15

All Saints Pavement, Wordsworth/Principal Pipe Organs, III/54

St Columba’s URC, Lewis/A J Carter, II/17

St Helen’s, Walker, II/24

St Martin’s, Walker I/3

St Olave’s, Principal Pipe Organs, III/43

St Wilfrid’s RC, Walker/Harrison, II/24

Summer Outing to York
Alan Taylor

http://www.bhamorgan.org.uk/yorkphotos.html

